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On Dec. 17, Presidents George Bush, Carlos Salinas de Gortari and Prime Minister Brian Mulroney
formally signed NAFTA. The signing ceremonies in the three countries were linked via satellite. In
signing the accord, Salinas said NAFTA would encourage economic growth through job creation
and increased trade. The treaty must now be ratified by national legislatures in the three countries.
Mexican opposition parties used the signing ceremony as an opportunity to renew their grievances
regarding the treaty. Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, leader of the Democratic Revolution Party (PRD) said
the treaty is "insufficient and will not secure the stable and sustained development of the three
countries." He said Mexico's economic and social problems will not be solved by the NAFTA but by
increasing investment and production in Mexico's national industries. National Action Party (PAN)
president Luis Alvarez declined an invitation to attend the signing ceremony stating that the PAN
was not satisfied with the manner in which the treaty was negotiated. According to Alvarez, the
Mexican public was kept in the dark about the nature and progress of the negotiations and that the
legislative branch of government was marginalized during the process. For his part, Senate leader
Emilio M. Gonzalez Parra said the Senate will not hesitate to fully debate the treaty, especially
to ensure that Mexico's sovereignty is not affected. Because of this, he could not predict when
Mexican legislators would ratify NAFTA. Mexican labor leaders attending the signing ceremony
said the treaty will benefit Mexican workers. However, many said they would push for legislative
measures to ensure Mexican workers are protected. For example, Jorge Sanchez, a leader of the
Mexican Electricians Union (Sindicato Mexicano de Electricistas), said the union has a number of
proposals to limit foreign investment in the electrical industry. Canadian Trade Minister Michael
Wilson accused Bob Rae, premier of Ontario province, of "blindness and irresponsible rhetoric" for
opposing Mulroney's signing of NAFTA. Wilson asked Rae to admit the economic benefits of the
treaty for Canada. Rae had said the Mulroney administration would be committing a gross error
by signing the treaty. (Sources: La Jornada, El Financiero, El Universal, 12/15/92; Associated Press,
Notimex, 12/17/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, La Jornada, 12/18/92)
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